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Dean Baker 
 
Dean Baker is co-director of the Center for Economics and Policy Research in Washington, D.C. 
He previously worked as a senior economist at the Economic Policy Institute and an assistant 
professor at Bucknell University. The author of The United States Since 1980 (Cambridge 
University Press); Social Security: The Phony Crisis (with Mark Weisbrot); The Benefits of Full 
Employment (with Jared Bernstein); Getting Prices Right: The Battle Over the Consumer Price 
Index; and The Conservative Nanny State: How the Wealthy Use the Government to Stay Rich 
and Get Richer. He appears frequently on TV and radio programs, including CNN, CBS News, 
PBS NewsHour, and National Public Radio. His blog, Beat the Press, features commentary on 
economic reporting. He received his BA from Swarthmore College and his Ph.D. in economics 
from the University of Michigan. 
 
 
Gary Burris 

Gary Burris (Senior Policy Associate at the Economic Opportunity Institute ) earned a Master of 
Public Policy from Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy School of Government and a BA from 
The Evergreen State College. Prior to joining the staff of EOI, Gary was the Assistant Director 
for Quality in the Department of Early Learning. He also worked for the Department of Social 
and Health Services, Division of Child Care and Early Learning, the Oregon Commission on 
Children and Families, The Evergreen State College's Center for Educational Improvement and 
the WA State Legislature. 

José Cisneros 

In September 2004, Mayor Gavin Newsom appointed José Cisneros as Treasurer for the City and 
County of San Francisco. As Treasurer, he serves as the City's banker and chief investment 
officer, managing all tax and revenue collection for San Francisco.  He was elected to a full term 
in November 2005.  

Prior to his appointment, Treasurer Cisneros served as Deputy General Manager for the San 
Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency. In this capacity, he managed MUNI’s $7 billion 
capital program designed to repair, replace and enhance system assets – including the 3rd Street 
Rail extension serving Chinatown, Mission Bay and the residents of Bay View and Hunters 
Point. Before working at MUNI, Treasurer Cisneros served as a member of the MTA Board of 
Directors and was instrumental in creating Proposition E, the Muni Reform Charter Amendment. 



Treasurer Cisneros has a strong business background in the private sector, previously working 
for IBM Corporation and Lotus Development Corporation as a Senior International Product 
Manager. Prior to this, he was an Assistant Vice President at Bank of Boston where he managed 
financial product portfolios valued at over $100 million. 

José Cisneros received his Bachelor of Science from Sloan School of Management at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) and studied for an MBA at Boston University.  He 
lives with his partner in San Francisco.  

 

 


